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TO THE 


Honourable the Gover- 


nour, to the Right 
Worſhipful the Depu- 
Governour, and to 


the Wor ſhipful the 


Committee of the Hon- 


ourable the East-lndia 
Company. 


May it pleaſe your Honour, &c. 


pj": upon the Revi- 


val of the mſlaken 


Clamonurs againſt the Falt- 


. - ww * as 


India 


The Dedication. 

's India Commerce, digeſted 
F . my Thoughts upon the Mat- 
; ' rerinto the following method, 

1 have conſented to make 
them Publick, if perhaps 
they may be uſeful to Refi- 
fy the Miſapprehenfions of 
ſome People ; and as the un- 
biasfd ſearch after Truth, 
will, [ hope, excuſe me to 
Jour Ad verſaries, fo I per- 
wade my ſelf, the appear- 
ance of that Truth will A- 
polozife for my Preſumption 
mn putting it under your 
Honours Favor and Pro- 


tection, which if it may ob- 
tan, 


i | ; 
INOUE A 


The Dedication. 
tain, as it will be a ſuffici- 
ent Guard to this Treatiſe, 


fo it will be an Abundant 


fRecompence to xts Author, 


Wiho 1s your Flon- 
ours, Oc. oft 
Humble Ser- 
vant, 


LE 


. THE 


THE GREAT 
Honour and Advantage 


OF TIME 


Eaft-India TRADE, &c. 


'T cannot but ſeem 
ſomething ſtrange that 

it ſhould be thought neceſ- 
fary in this Age of ours, 
that pretends to ſee ſo 
much further than their 
Anceſtors: for a Man to 
o1ve himſelf any trouble 


B to 


ky i 

to e an Aﬀlertion, 
whe * the muldeſt Con- 
ſtruction, cannot paſs for 
leſs than a Paradox. But 
ſince 1t has been long ago 
Remark'd, That there is 
{icarce an Opinion ſo un- 
reaſonable, but has been 
defended by ſome Philo- 
1ſopher or other ; It may 
appear the leſs wonderful, 
that there are {till People. 
to be found,no Philoſophers 
zndeed, who cngage them- 
ſelves to maintain the moſt 
Palpable Contradiction, 
\ and ſuch a Task in my O- 


pinion, 


(3) 
pinion, have they under- 
taken, who would per- 
{wade the World, that the 
Eaft-India Frade 1s Pre- 
judicial to the welfare of 
the Nation. 

A Trading Genius has 
always been found the 
molt effe&ual Means to 
Inrich a People, prefera- 
ble to all other ways, be- 
cauſe wherever it 1s ſeen, 
it never fails to ſettle the 
molt laſting Marks of its 
Advantages. This 1s fo 
very obvious, and the Ex- 
ample of 1t ſo Notor1ous, 


B 2 that 


c 4 » 
that it would be a perfett 


ſupertluity to offer any 
thing for its Confirmati- 
on; The prodigious Riſe 
of a People our near 
Neighbours by this, from 
a very {mall Begining, is 
an undeniable Proof of its 
almoſt Miraculous Pow- 
er; and here at Home 
hkewile it cannot be de- 
ny'd, That our Commerce 
and our Riches have both 
increasd together. 

This has been the great 
Engine that has wrought 
as into that Fund "of 

Wealth, 


(5) 
Wealth, which ſerv'd not 
only to Inrich us in Peace, 
but has enabl['d us to de- 
fend our elves thus long, 
at fo great Expence a- 
oainft the Invaſion of a 


moſt Powerful Enemy,to- 
wards which Extraordi- 


nary Service, I think it 
need not be doubted, but 
the Eaſt-Tndia Trade has 
contributed, in proportt- 
on, as much, if not more, 
than any other. 

The inlarging of our 
Commerce, and the 1m- 
provement of Navigati- 

on, 
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( 
on, were the chief Rea- 
ſons of its firſt Eſtabliſh- 
ment by that Great and 
Wife Princeſs Queen Eli- 
zabeth, which 1t has ap- 
parently effected 1n both, 
by Imploying and Incou- 
raging the Building of 
ſome of the beſt Ships in 
the World, and by bring- 
ing fach ſtore of Uleful 
and Neceflary Commo- 
dities, as make us able to 
furniſh thoſe very Coun- 
tries in Exmrope , from 
whence had they been lefc 


{ole Maſters of the Trade, 


we , 


(23 


we muſt have been con- 
tented to have recerv'd 
them, and ſhould have re- 
ceiv'ds-. 'erm at 1econd 

hand. © 
Beſides the Example of 
the Dutch, who are 1o 1en- 
{ible of the Benefit of this 
Merchandiſe , that I am 
perſwaded they would not 
Exchange their Intrelt in 
it, for the beſt Jewel in 
the Engliſh Crown. Me- 
thinks the late extraord1- 
nary endeavours of our 
Scotch Friends, who are 
generally eſteem'd wiſe 
enough 


TR) 
enough for themſelves, to 
eſtabliſh a Commerce thi- 
ther, ſhould make our Op- 
poſers of this Trade con- 
{ider, whether it 18a thing 
lo damageable as they fay 
itis. No Man Courts a 
Miſchief , was the enter- 
taining of this Trade to 
Tidia, fo pernicious as 
theſe miſtaken - People 
would perſwade us; I 
dare Anſwer for them, 
they would be 1o far from 
{triving for a ſhare 1n it ; 
that they would not give 


{o much as Thanks for the 
whole. Afﬀter 
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Afﬀter all, it is very mani- 


\ feſt, that not only the Dutch 


are, and the Scotch promule 
themlelves to be great Gain- 
ers by this Trafhick ; but that 
we our elves have like- 
wile reap'd conliderable Pro- 
fit from 1t to. The continu- 
ance of the Company ; the 
Advance of their Achons 
to treble their firſt Value, 

not long before the breaking 
forth K: the Troubles in Fn 


dia, together with the good- 


\ neſs of their Credit, appar- 


ent by their borrowing 
what Sum they pleas'd, at 
C 4 per 


(10) 
per Cent, when the general 
and fix'd Rate was 11x, were 
all indiſputable Evidences 
at leaſt of their thriving ; 
and if the Qualities of the 
Goods they broughtare duly 
conſider'd, their ulſefulnels, 
not only here at home, but 
alſo the great Advantage 
they bring us by a ſecond 
Tranſportation : It mult be 
concluded that the Nation. 
was lo far from looling, that 
they brought a mughty Im- 
provement along with em. 
"Tis true indeed, if we 
were oblig'd to take the Re- 
port 


(263 
| port of this Aﬀair from 

lome People,one would ima- 
g1n this Trade to be not on- 
ly unprofitable, but redicu- 
lous, and that we were as 
Poli and extravagant in 
our Trafhck with theſe [nd:- 
ans, as thole other are ſaid to 
be with us, who give us 
Gold, &c. for Toys and 
Trifles : Firſt, they take it 
for granted that we carry 
thither nothing but Mony. 
And what do we receive in 
return 2 Why, nothing but 
Chiza Beads, China Pictures 
and Monkey-fac'd Babies, 
C2 as 


©; 792] 

as one lately in Print ſadly 
complains againit them. 
Thele are the Rare Things, 
ſay they, that are 1o he 
fetch'd and bought 1o dear ; 
And truly if this be the 
Caſe, I muſt confeſs it is 
more than time to look after 
it. But upon further Exa- 
mination, I queſtion not but 
it will appear to be quite o- 
therwile. 

For the more eftectually 
carrying on of the Trade to 
thoſe Parts,it has been found 
abſolutely neceſſary to Ex- 
port thither, conſiderable 

Dum 


(13 ) 
Sums 1n Specie, beſide quar- 


titics to a great value of or 
Native Produd : But it the 
Account this Mony turns 
to, be well reflected on,it wall 


appear that we are no Jooſers 


by the Bargain. He that 
parts with his Mony for a 
Commodity that. will yeild 
him 11x times as much as 1t 
colt him,never reckons him- 
ſelf any thing the Poorer, 
tho at the prelent he doth 
lay out the Mony : And this 
is the very Caſe of the Eaft- 
[udia Traders, who tho they 
do Export ſome Mony, the 

Com- 


( 14 ) 
Commodities they bring for 
it , effectually Anfiver ſix 
times the Value of the prime 
Colt, when they are brought 
hither. 

I am not unſenſ{ible how 
much more difhcult it 1s 
than ordinary at preſent, to 
per{wade People,that Mony 
1n Specie can be parted with 
out of the Kingdom, to any 
Advantage: Yet, that I may 
not ſeem to infinuate only, 
without aitirming any thing 
Poſitive: I will venture to 
advance this Aflertion, T hat 
Moy expended in Foreign 

[rade, 


( 15 ) 
Trade, and eſpecially in this 
Trade to India, does not dimi- 
ntſh,but increaſe our Treaſure. 
To make ſhort work of 
this, I might alledg the Ex- 
amples « Venice, "F lorence, 
Genoa, Holland, &c. to con- 
firm this Polition, every one 
of which freely allow the 
Exportation of Mony, and 
have by Experience found it 
exceeding Profitable to'em ; 
but leaſt none” of thele 
ſhould be thought parellel to 
our Cale, I ſhall turther 1n- 
deavour to evince it by Rea- 
{on. 


And 


(16 ) 
And firit, it mult be ac- 
knowledg d that there 1s no 
way "We us to procure I 'rea- 
ſure, but by Foreign Com- 
merce, we having no Mines 
of Gold or Silver, to any 
purpote here in England : 
Now, as the Ule and Want 
of our Commodities occaſ1- 
ons the Vent of them in 


Foreign Countries, fo from 


the want and ule of theirs 
on our part, there arifeth a 
—_— Commerce between 
$; and if we export Croods 

' gre ater value upon our 
own Ships, than we recetve 
from 


©17) 

from thei, The Overptus 
at the nd of the Account 

muſt be paid us in Mony. 
The Ballance being this 
on our fide, with relpedt to 
the Exportation of our own 
Product arid Manufacture, 
if by any means we can in- 
creafe our Exportation, the 
Nation will thereby become 
proportionably the Richer: 
And here it will be neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſh between the 
Profit of the Merchant, and 
the Profit of the King doi: - 
they. very, often falling un- 
der very different confidera- 
D tions ; ; 


64+ ia; at 


(19 ) 
tions; for Example, ſuppoſe 
5000 I. ſent upon an Engliſh 
Bottom to the aſt Countries 
co Buy Corn, which after 
ſome time is carry'd with 
much Dithculty : ind Charge 
to be ſold again into /taly or 
elſewhere. Suppole then the 
Merchant is forc'd to ſell this 
Corn for only ſo much above 
the prime Colt, as he has ex- 
pended in Charges, it may 
be 2000 I. 1n chis Cale tho. 
the Merchant has gain d no- 
thing, yet it 1s plain the 
Kingdom has increasd. 
2000 |. by this Trading, 
from 
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(19 ) 
from whence it follows, that 
the longer and more remote 
the Voyage 1s, the greater 
the Profit 1s to the King- 
dom. For if 100001. 1s car- 
ry'd to Iudia to buy Muſl:ns, 
the Merchant, upon a Se- 
cond Tranſportation, by 


Reaſon of the Great Char- 


ves he 1s at, &c. in ſo ted1- 
Gus A Voyage, muſs ſell them. 
again for 70000 pounds, * 

be but a moderate gainer. 
Though it 1s apparent again 
that the Kingdom ks by 
this means Several in- 
creas'd its Treaſure. 


D 2 If- 


( 20 ) 

1f it be Objected., That 
this will be Returnd in 
Goods, and not in Money , 
as 1t was at firſt Iflu'd out ; 
I Anſwer, That this is im- 
poſlible , becauſe ſeeing the 
Ballance was on our ſide,and 
the Exportation of our Ma- 
nufactures exceeded our 
want and uſe of Foreign 
Goods before, it will follow 
neceſlarily , that upen the 
Encreaſe of our Exportati- 
on which we have purcha; 
ſed elſewhere with our Mo- 
' ney, The Ballance will be. 
lo much the more to our 
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( 21 ) 
Advantage, and, by conſe- 
uence, at the end of the 
R eckoning, we mult receive 
the Increale 1n Treaſure. 

And this wiil terve like- 
wiſe to An{wer thoſe who 
lay, That the Dutch, the 
Genceſe, &c. are oblig'd to 
Trade with Money, becaule 
they have few Manufact- 
ures of their own to Traf- 
fick with. For if the Trade 
of our Manyfactures be 
gainful to us, and the. Trade 
with Money be ainful to 
them, What ſhould hin- 
der us, that haye Meansand 

 Oppor- 


6 22 3 

Opportunity, - from joyning 

' them, and making our Pro. 

fit of them both together ? 
Put it 1s Objected, That 

| the Importation of FEajt- 
India Goods, does not pro- 
duce any of thele Good Ff- 
fects; But hinders the uſe of 
our own Mannfaftures,there- 
by depriving a great many 
People of their Living. In 
Anſwer to this, I ſhall conſ1- 
der,whatare the Goods chief- 
ly brought from [ndia , of 
what ule they are to us, and 
what Influence they have up- 
on our home-made Commo- 
dities. 


(23) 

dities.. As to the Firit, to a- 
void being tedious , L ſhall 
onely name 1uch as uſually 
compole the greateſt and 
molt valuable part of their 
Cargo's, which are Callicoes, 
Muſlins, Bengalls,Sattings and 
T affities. Pepper, Salt-petre , 
Raw-filk, beſides China-ware 
and Diamonds. Theſe are 
the chief Goods which are 
brought hither from [ndza. 
Let us conſider, in the next 
place, of what uſe they are 
to us; On which occaſion 1 
might inlarge upon the Ho- 
nour it 15 to the Nation to 

extend 


(-24 ) 
extend its Commerce tofych 
a Diltant part of the Workd; 
GFc. but Þ ſhall rather chate 
to in{ift upon the real Profit 
that is gain'd by them, which 
in this particular ate is far 
«reater to us, than the A/q- 
3685 from whence we have 
thofe Commodities ; for, if 
they yield us , upon a Second 
fl ranſportation , but four 
times the Price they coſt in 
Tndia, 1t 18 evident,we.z. e. the 
Nation, get three times as 
mutthvas they can dowho 1elt 
them. The Charges . of 
rh a Wages, Enforance, 

Cuſtom, 
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( 25 5)” . 
Cuſtom, &c. being only be- 
tween our ſelves, without a= 
ny leflening of the Treaſure 
of the Nation. Thus by our 
Induſtry we mnrich our ſelves 
by the Manufactures of o- 
thers,as much,nay more pro- 
rtzonably than byour own. 
elides the Additional Ad- 
vantage that we have. by the 
Exportation of Conſidera- 
ble Quantities of our own 
Product, ſuch as Cloath, Tn, 
Lead, &c. which are carry'd 
thither, towards the Purchaſe 
of thoſe Beneficial Commos- 
dities ; Beneficial indeed, if 
ret” we 


a 26. ) 

we cot{ider further that they 
are in a mannet as 'god:as fd 

much Money im the Stock of the 
K1ngdom,by their apthels for 
the Support, Enlarging, dnd 
Furniſhing the belt ofi our 
other Trades to Holland, the 
Eafl Countries, Turky, F/ taly, 
&c. thereby, as I taid beforg 
mcreaſing our: Exportation, 
and;by :con{cquence;the Ho- 
nour, Wealth and Strength 
of the Kingdom. © | Þ: 

The: very great Damage 
we tuftaihn'd by the Lofs of the 
Ann, the Seymonr, and the 0- 
ther Eaft-I me Ships, 18 an 


unde- 


(27 ) 
uiideniable Inſtance of the 
Confequence of that Trade, | 
and. the Miſchief of its "wy 
terruption : for had thoſe 
Ships come ſafe,we ſhould have 
, had Goods enough to have 

Paid the Army beyoud Sea , 

without fendine a Farthine- 

worth of Silver out of the {K1ng- 

dom; and to have 1old for a- 

bove. three times as much 

Mony as was at firlt ſent 

out to Buy them. 

As to the Objection, That 

the Importation of Made 
Goods) ſuch as Benzalls;7 af- 
fittes, &c. hinder the ule and 
FE 2 vent 


( 20.) 

ventofour Manufactures,and 
thereby puts a great many 
out of their way b” vetting a 
Living ; Let it be Suppos'd, 

but not Granted, that me 
People are put. by their ulu- 
al courle of gaining a Live- 
lyhood by this: yet, if there 
are a great number of others 
1imploy'd by the lame means, 
. F his cannot be a rea{onable 
Objection againlt it. At this 
rate the Brewers may be op- 
pos'd to the Vintners ; the 
Weaversof Worſted againſt 
the Silk Weavers; Norwzch, 
XC. againlt Spittlefields: each 


of 
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( 29 ) 
of which would undoubted- 
ly imploy many more hands, 
ſhould the other Quit their 
preſent Buſineſs, and take to 
lomething elſe. 
But indeed the [ndran- 
made Goods have not that 
troubleſome effects, but on 
the Contrary, another very 
convenient and profitable 
one, which 1s, that they hin- 
der the Importation and Con- 
ſumption of Abundance of ſuch 
Foreien Goods as we ſhould 
elſe have bought \, aud were 
wont to. buy at much greater 
Prices. Muſlins are bought 
for 


(30) 
for i of the Price of either 
Ghambricks, Lawns,or Hol- 
lands. Calliicoe's a great deal 
cheape r than Scotch-cloaths, 
or += wk Linnens ; Indian- 
Sattins and Damasks, than 
French, or Halien ;. and the 
Tafhities have 1{o great -an 
Advantage of Florence Sarl- 
nets and F reach Avignions, 
that they. have caus d a ge- 
neral Jifakof them throu oh 
out the Kingdom. ... 
"The {nga Guads are 10 dif. 
ferent in their qualities from 
the Product of our Country, 
and the main of our Manui- 
facture 


C3 
facture, that it 1sabfolutely 
impoſlible they ſhould. ever 
do them any Injury. Wodlen 
Cloaths, Led, Tin, Tron , 
Corn, Leather, the: Fiſhery, 
&c. will always beas tteful , 
ind-as vendible in F orcight 
Countreys, as if we had nes 
ver fo mach as heard of the 
Eaft Tndid's. | 

Bat the: Made Goods do; 
it {cems, particularly injure 
the' Broad 'Silk- Weavers ; 
and put them beſide the way 
of living they were brought 
up in. 


Now 


( 32) 

' Now.; beſides what has 
been ſaid already to this,that 
ſuppoſing & this were true, yet 
that it could not be "Wil d 
a Publick Damage, becauſe 
if it does mo. * ol one 
part of the People, it makes 
{ufficient Recompence, by 
the Imployment 1t g1ves to 
another, much more tothe Be- 
nefit of- the Nation mn General : 
And it may be remembred 
likewiſe, that when this was 
urg'd by the Workers mim 
Worlſted, with far greater 


Reaſon, a few years ago, as 


an Argument againſt them, 


they 


=. 

they could, by no means, al- 

low it to be a good one. 
Beſides this, I ſay, there 
is to be added, That this 
Objefton 1s not true in Fai, 
as even Experience has teſtt- 
Jyd. For, would the Pre- 
qudice. theſe Men have a- 
gainlt the. Eaft-India Trade 
ſuffer them to ſpeak Truth, 
they would be oblig'd to ac- 
knowledge, that the late Scar- 
city, and Dearneſs of Indian 
Goods, has been ſo far from 
bringing them any Advan» 
tage, that-on the contrary, 
their Buſineſs and Work 
F was 
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( 34 ) 

was never.in {0 low a Cans 
dition , 'as hhnce_ there 'has 

been almoſt none at all. 
For a Plentiful Importa- 
tion of theſe Made Goods is 
generally one means tocaufe 
a a Conſiderable Dwmanution. 
in the Price of Raw Silk to 
the Weaver, which prefent- 
Ity ſets hinj'ar Work upon 
feveral forts of Silks, ſo ex- 
treamly 'Differentofrom the 
Tudias, 'as gives hint. a ſuth- 
cient fliare - in) the Cora 
mon'Frade. V-Vherxeas: the 
Exceflive Dearnefs of Silk 
diſcourageth him; and: _ 
tne 


(35 ) 
the Buyers upon. ſecking 
for ſomething elle, that 
may {upply their uſe cheap- 
ck. 

It al be _ confeſsd 
that thefe People at pre- 
ſent lye under extraordina- 
ry hardſhip , and it were 
to be: wiſhed, that fome 
Proper Method could be 
found to Reheve them. But 
why. mult this be attribu- 
ted to the Faſt Iudia Goods 
all of a ſudden * Since we 
all know, that inthe Fic 
of their greateſt Plenty , 
a5-'k laid but juſt now, they 
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(36). 
were much better imploy 'd: 
than ſince their oreateſk 


Scarcity. - That Confide- 


ration alone may go a 
great way to convince both 
them and us, That the 
Decreaſe of their Trade 1s 
owing to ſome other Cauſes, 
if not included in the Ge- 
neral Decay of the Inland 
Trade ; the Natural and 
Inevitable Conſequence of the 
Tuterruption of the Farreten ; 
and that like all other 
Reſtlefs People, who dont 
know where to fix the Rea- 
jon of their Milery, they 

haye 


(37 ) 
have blindly ſtumbled up- 
on this, the next in their 
way, t diſcharge their un- 
ealineſs' upon. 


So that upon the VVhole 
it cannot reaſonably be 
thought , that ther M1ſ- 
taken Prejudices can make 
any 1ll Impreflion upon 
this part of the Nations 
Trade: A Trade, to fum 
up all , that is accompa- 
ny'd in every Reſpect, 
with ſo many, and fo great 
Advantages; A Trad, 
which is ſuch - an Ad- 


dition 


be, it would Equal , if 


not 


 & B- 
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Con 
dition to our Homur , ſuch 
an:i\Improvement to our 
Navigation and Shipping , 
ſuch an Enlargement to 
our Exportation, and ſuch 
a Barr to the Conſumpti- 
on of other 10 much dear- 
er Forreign Commodi- 


_ In Fine; ſo every way 


Fitted to - the General In- 


tereſt and Profit of the 


NATION, That I -am 


perfwaded , that were it 


Encourag'd , as tt might 


( 39 ) 


not Excell, any other For- 
reign Commerce that 1s 
usd by this KIN G- 
D O M. 


